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(g) Connector assembly. 

(57) A connector assembly having first and sec- 
ond connectors (10) and (11) has a protection 
plate (20) through which terminal members (3) 
partially project and which is displaceable to 
expose the tenminal members during engage- 
ment of the first and second connectors. The 
protection plate is provided with jig holes (25) 
dose to the terminal holes (24) through which 
the terminal members project thereby allowing 
access to the terminal members for repair with- 
out the need to remove the protection plate. 
Movement of the protection plate is controlled 
by a lever (30) pivotaily mounted on the first 
connector. During engagement of the connec- 
tors the lever urges the first and second con- 
nectors into engagement whilst moving the 
protection plate in interlocked ' manner with the 
second connector. 
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The present invention relates to a connector as- 
sembly, and more particularly to a connector assem- 
bly in which a connector has in its housing a movable 
protection plate for positioning and protecting the 
contact portions thereof protruding Into an engage- 5 
ment opening of a counterpart connector. 

Conventionatly; there has been widely used a 
multipolar connector having not fewer than twenty 
poles in a wire harness for use in an automobile. In 
such a multipolar connector* there is provided an io 
opening having a great area in section for receiving a 
counterpart connector In a housing of a connector, 
and many contact portions of a male terminal are pro- 
truding at certain intervals in the opening. 

The contact portions of the male terminal are pro- is 
truding as entirely exposed in the opening, and in 
practice the counterpart connector is inserted into 
the opening with the contact portions of the male ter- 
minal inserted in contact receiving chambers of the 
counterpart connector to thereby connect the male 20 
terminal with the female terminal provided in the con- 
tact receiving portions. 

In the above-mentioned conventional connector, 
since the contact portions of the male terminal are 
entirely exposed in the opening, when the female ter- 25 
minal connector is obliquely put in contact with the 
male terminal connector, the contact portions may be 
deformed. Furthermore, since the contact portions . 
are protruding with small intervals therebetween, the 
contact portions may not be aligned with the corre- 30 
spending contact receiving chambers possibly abut- 
ting the contact portions to partition walls of the con- 
tact receiving chambers or possibly inserting the con- 
tact portions into other contact receiving chiambers 
different from the corresponding ones. 35 

In order to give solution to the above-mentioned 
problems, as shown in Figs. 9 through 11, there has 
been conventionally proposed a method of providing 
a protection plate 4 formed with many holes 4a 
through which contact portions 3a penetrate in a con- 40 
nector receiving opening 2 of a first connector 1 for 
the purpose of protecting and positioning the contact 
portions 3a of a male terminal 3, and closing the 
opening 2 with the protection plate 4. 

The protection plate 4 is, as shown in Figs. 9 and 45 
10, held at a forward end portion of the opening 2 by 
means of engagement projections 6a and 6b provided 
on the inner surface of a connector housing 5, and at 
the forward end position the tip ends of the contact 
portions 3a are protruded through the holes 4a of the so 
protection plate 4. 

When thrusting a counterpart (second) connec- 
tor 7 into the opening 2 of the first connector 1, the 
protection plate 4 retreats as shown in Fig. 11 by the 
thrust force thereby to expose the contact portions 55 
3a of the male terminal 3 and insert the contact por- 
tions 3a into the corresponding contact receiving 
chambers of the second connector 7 to thereby con- 



nect the contact portions 3a of the male terminal 3 
with the female terminals set in the contact receiving 
chambers. 

When inserting the male terminal 3 connected to 
an electric wire 8 into the connector 1 having the pro- , 
tection plate 4. a problem may occur in such a repair 
case where the niaie terminal 3 is inserted into an in- 
correct terminal chamber 5a and required to be rein- 
serted into the correct terminal chamber. 

In more detail, in the male terminal 3 inserted in 
the terminal chamber 5a of the connector 1, a lance 
section 5b provided protrusively in the connector 
housing 5 is inserted in an latch hole 3b formed in the 
male terminal 3 to be engaged with the mate terminal 
3, and therefore the male terminal 3 cannot be ex- 
tracted from the terminal chamber 5a in the direction 
X shown in Fig. 11. 

Therefore, after prying off the protection plate 4 
through the opening 2 of the connector housing 5 by 
means of a jig tool, the lance section 5b must be 
pressed down to extract and replace the male termi- 
nal 3. In other words, the protection plate 4 behaves 
as an obstacle when repairing the terminal, and 
therefore the protection plate must be removed. After 
changing the terminal, the protection plate must be 
remounted in the connector. 

Moreover, when a connector is coupled with an 
incorrect connector and required to be reinserted into 
a correct connector, it is preferred to return the pro- 
tection plate to the forward position, however, gener- 
ally the protection plate is not interlocked, the plate 
must be put back to the original position by means of 
a jig tool. 

Furthermore, the protection plate 4 is held at the 
original forward end position, as shown in Fig. 9, as 
engaged with the engagement projections 6a and 6b 
provided protrusively on the inner surface of the con- 
nector housing 5 in order to protect the terminal con- 
tact portions 3a. Therefore, it is necessary to thrust 
the second connector 7 into the opening 2 of the first 
connector 1 with releasing the engagement between 
the protection plate 4 and the engagement projec- 
tions 6a and 6b, and therefore a great thrust force is 
necessary. 

In particular, when connecting a multipolar male 
terminal connector with the counterpartfemaie termi- 
nal connector for use in a wire harness in an automo- 
bile, a great connecting force is necessary. The 
above means that, in addition to a great thrust force 
hecessdry for the second connector, an extra force 
for releasing the engagement between the protection 
plate and the projections is necessary. 

Therefore, the connector has a deteriorated op- 
erability, and if the counterpart connector Is thrust 
with a great force in an inclined direction, the connec- 
tor or terminal tends to be deformed or damaged. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is 
to provide a connector having a protection plate ca- 
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pable of easily performing a repair work such as re- 
Insertion of.a terminal. 

Another object of the present invention is to im- 
prove the operabiiity of the connector by facilitating 
the movement of the protection plate when receiving 5 
a counterpart connector and facilitating to return the 
pirotection plate to the forward end position after be- 
ing thrust to the rearward position. 

In particular, by virtue of the improvement in op- 
erabiiity as described above in a lever type connector io 
assembly capable of easily connecting the male ter- 
minal connector with the female terminal connector 
by applying a small force to the connector by means 
of a lever utilizing the theory of the lever, the protec- 
tion plate can be moved easily and securely by utiiiz- is 
ing the lever. 

That is, by utilizing a lever rotating operation of a 
lever type connector, the protection plate can be 
moved in connection with the insertion of the connec- 
tor or solely by the lever operation when the connec- 20 
tor is not inserted. 

In order to achieve the above-mentioned objects, 
the present invention provides a connector assembly 
which is made up of a first connector and a second 
connector to be engaged with each other and so ar- 25 
ranged that, the first connector is provided with a 
male terminal whose contact portion is protruded into 
an opening defined in the first connector for receiving 
the second connector therein and that the second 
connector is provided with a female terminal which is 30 
connected with the male terminal of the first connec- 
tor when the second connector is inserted in the 
opening of the first connector, the connector assem- 
bly being characterized in that, 

the first connector is provided with a pivotal 35 
lever having a connector guide hole formed therein 
and the second connector is provided with a guide pin 
which is inserted into the guide hole when the first 
and second connectors are engaged with each other, 
thereby pivotally rotating the lever so as to draw the 40 
second connector toward the first connector for the 
engagement therebetween, and that, 

a protectbn piate formed with a terminal hole 
through which a terminal contact portion penetrates 
is provided in an opening of the first connector mov- 45 
ably in the same direction as the connector thrusting 
direction thereby to almost dose the opening, and, by 
providing in the protection plate a guide pin and pro- 
viding in the lever a guide groove which is engaged 
with the guide pin to guide the protection plate to be 50 
engaged with the guide pin,' the lever is operativeiy 
made to pivot to move the protection plate as inter- 
locked with the second connector or to move singly 
when the second connector is not inserted into the 
first connector. 55 

Furthermore, according to a feature of the pres- 
ent invention, the protection plate is formed with a re- 
pairing jig hole for inserting a jig tool therein in prox- 



imity to each terminal hole, with which arrangement, 
when the male terminal connected to the first con- 
nector must be repaired, the protection piate is made 
to retreat by means of the lever to enable easy repair 
of the mate terminal. 

Furthermore, the present invention is to provide 
a connector asisembiy other than the lever type con- 
nector, wherein the connector assembly includes a 
protection plate having a jig insertion hole formed 
therein for repair in proximity to each terminal hole. 

In.concrete, the present inventjon provides a con- 
nector assembly which is made up of a first connector 
and a second connector to be engaged with each 
other and so arranged that, the first connector is pro- 
vided with a male terminal whose contact portion is 
protruded into an opening for receiving the second 
connector therein and that the second connector is 
provided with a female terminal which is connected 
with the male terminal when the second connector is 
inserted into the opening of the first connector, the 
connector assembly being characterized in that, 

a protection piate is mounted in the opening of 
the first connector in which the contact portion is pro- 
truded, the protection plate being movable in the 
same direction as the connector thrusting directiori 
thereby almost closing the opening, wherein the pro- 
tection plate is formed with a terminal hole through 
which the contact portion penetrates and formed with 
a jig insertion hole for repair in proximity to the termi- 
nal hole. 

In the present invention, since the protection 
plate is formed with a jig insertion hole for repair, the 
protection plate itself is not required to be taken out 
of the opening of the connector. 

When the protection plate is made movable as in- 
terlocked with pivotal rotation of the lever by employ- 
ing a lever type engagement structure in a connector 
provided with a protection plate, there is no need to 
move the protection plate with a force for thrusting 
the connector while releasing the temporary engage- 
ment of the protection plate with engagement projec- 
tions, which assures a smooth operation of engage- 
ment of the connectors. Furthermore, there is no 
need to provide projections for the temporary en- 
gagement between the protection plate and the pro- 
jections, which allows the opening to have a simple 
configuration. 

Furthermore, in the condition where a connector 
exists singly without being engaged with the counter- 
part connector, since the protection plate can be 
moved by pivoting the lever in the connector, the pro- 
tection plate can be made to retreat to facilitate oper- 
ation of a jig tool in the repair time and the protection 
plate can be easily return back to the original position 
after completing the repair operation. 

These and other objects and features of the pres- 
ent invention will become apparent from the following 
description taken in conjunction with the preferred 
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embodiment thereof with reference to the accompa- 
nying drawings, in which: 

Figs. 1 (A) and (B) are front views of a connector 
assembly in different engaged condition in accor- 
dance with an embodiment of the present inven- 
tion; 

Figs. 2 (A) and (6) are section views showing a 
' principal portion of a protection plate in different 
positions in the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 (A) 
and (B): 

Fig. 3 is a side view of a first connector of the em- 
bodiment shown in Figs. 1 (A) and (B); 
Fig. 4 (A) is a perspective view of the protection 
plate of the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 (A) and 

(B); * 

Fig. 4 (B) is a front view of the protection plate of 
the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 (A) and (B); 
Figs. 5 (A) and (B) are perspective views of a first 
connector in different conditions in the embodi- 
ment shown in Figs 1 (A) and (B); 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the lever in accor- 
dance with the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 (A) 
and (B): 

Fig. 7 is a partially sectional side view of the lever 
in accordance with the embodiment shown in 

Figs. 1 (A) and (B); 

Fig. 8; is a partially sectional front view of the f irst 
connector In accordance with a modified exam- 
ple of the present invention; 
Fig. 9 is a section view of a conventional connec- 
tor; 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the connector 
shown in Fig. 9; and 

Fig, 11 is a section view of the connector shown 
in Fig. 9 when engaged with the counterpart con- 
nector. 

The following describes preferred embodiments 
of the present invention with reference to the attach- 
ed drawings. 

Figs. 1 (A) and (B) show conditions where a first 
connector 10 is engaged with a second connector 11 
each being a multipolar type connector, while Figs. 2 
through 8 show views of the first connector 10. It is 
noted that the same components and constructions 
as those in the above-mentioned conventional exam- 
ple are denoted by the same reference numerals. 

The first connector 10 is formed with an opening 
13 for receiving the second connector 11 at a forward 
portion of a connector housing 12 and also formed 
with a lot of terminal insertion chambers 14 for receiv- 
ing male terminals 3 of the first connector 1 0 at a rear- 
ward portion in the connector housing 12 as shown 
In Figs. 2 (A) and (B). 

At a bottom surface of each terminal chamber 14 
there is provided a lance portion 15 to be engaged 
with each male terminals 3, and each male terminal 
3 inserted in the corresponding terminal chamber 14 
is set with the lance portion 15 engaged with a latch 



hole 3b formed in the male terminal 3. In the above- 
mentioned set-up condition., the contact portion 3a of 
each male terminal 3 is protruded in the opening 13 
at the forward portion in the connector housing 12. 

5 In the opening 13, as shown in Fig. 3. a protection . 

plate 20 is placed as movable forward and reverse so 
as to substantially dose the opening 13. The protec- 
tion plate 20 has a hood-like shape comprising a dos- 
ing wall 21 having the same shape in section as that 

10 of the opening 13, support portions 22 and 22 con- 
nected to both sides of the dosing wail 21, and guide 
pins 23 and 23 each protruded from the outer surface 
of the support section 22. 

The dosing wall 21 of the protection plate 20 is 

IS formed with a lot of terminal holes 24 for receiving the 
male terminals 3, while a jig insertion hole 25 is 
formed just below each terminal hole 24. In addition, 
several jig insertion holes 25 are formed downward in 
communication with the corresponding terminal 

20 holes 24. 

The guide pins 23 provided on the right and left 
sides of the protection plate 20 are slidably protruded 
passing through guide holes 26 formed depth-wise In 
the right and left side walls of the opening 13 in the 

25 connector housing 12. The guide pins 23 can be 
moved depth-wise along the guide holes 26, where 
the protection plate 20 has its foremost end position 
at an original position S1 as shown in Fig. 2 (A) and 
its rearmost end position at a counterpart connector 

30 receiving position S2 as shown in Fig, 2 (B). 

The tip end portions of the guide pins 23 of the 
protection plate 20 are slidably engaged in a plate 
guide groove 36 formed in a lever 30 which is mount- 
ed on the right and left external walls of the opening 

35 13 as shown in Figs. 1 (A) and (B). and in accordance 
with pivotal rotation of the lever 30, the tip end por- 
tions of the guide pins 23 are moved between the 
. foremost end position SI and the rearmost end pos- 
ition S2. 

40 Referring to Figs. 5 (A) and (B), the lever 30 has 

a hood-lilce shape comprising a center portion 31 hav- 
ing right and left side portions 32 Integrally connected 
thereto and support pins 33 provided protrusively on 
the both side portions 32, and the lever 30 is inserted 

45 with a space in lever receiving portions 27 defined 
between the outer surfaces of the right and left side 
wails of the connector housing 12 and outer wall por- 
tions 27a with the support pins 33 inserted in pin sup- 
port holes 28 formed in the outer wall portions 27a to 

so rotatably support the pins 33. 

Referring to Figs, 6 and 7. in the right and left 
slide portions 32 of the lever 30. there are formed arc- 
uate connector guide holes 34 and inward guide 
grooves 35 continuously from the fore ends of the 

55 connector guide holes 34. The guide grooves 35 and 
the connector guide holes 34 are so arranged that, 
when a second connector 11 is thrust into the opening 
1 3 of the first connector 1 0. guide pins 40 provided on 
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the right and left outer surfaces of the second con- 
nector 11 are inserted in the connector guide holes 34 
(see Fig. 1). 

On the inner surfaces of the right and left side 
portions 32 of the iever 30. there are provided plate 5 
guide grooves 36 along the inner circumference of 
the connector guide holes 34, each groove 36 having 
the same curvature as that of the arcuate connector 
guide hole 34. The guide pins 23 provided on the pro- 
tection plate 20 are slidably engaged with the plate io 
guide grooves 36. 

With the construction of the connector as descri- 
bed above, when the first connector 10 exists singly, 
i.e., before it is engaged with the second connector 
11 , the lever 30 in a condition as shown in Fig. 5 (A) is 
is placed near the terminal chambers 14 where the 
lower surface of the center portion 31 is temporarily 
engaged with a locking portion (not shown) provided 
protrusively on the upper surface of the connector 
housing 12. 20 

When the lever 30 is in the temporary engage- 
ment position, the guide pins 23 of the protection 
plate 20 engaged with the plate guide grooves 36 of 
the lever 30 are placed in the foremost end positions . 
of the plate guide grooves 36 as shown in Fig. 1 (A), 25 
while the protection plate 20 is held in the foremost 
end position SI located slightly inward from the edge 
of the opening 1 3 as shown in Fig. 2 (A) and Fig. 5 (A). 
In this condition, the fore end of the contact portion 
3a of each male terminal 3 is slightly protruding from 30 
the terminal hole 24 of the protection plate 20. 

With the above construction, almost the entire 
contact portion 3a is not exposed but placed inside 
the opening 13 covered with the protection plate 20 
so as to be protected from any external force. 35 

When connecting the first connector 10 with the 
second connector 11 , firstly the second connector 11 
is thrust into the opening 13 of the first connector 10 
as shown in Fig. 1 (A), By thrusting the second con- 
nector 11 into the opening 13, the guide pins 40 pro- 40 
vided on the second connector 11 are inserted 
through the guide grooves 35 into the foremost end 
of the connector guide holes 34 of the lever 30. 

When thrusting the second connector 11 into the 
first connector 10, the tip end portion of each contact 45 
portion 3a protruding through the protection plate 20 
is inserted into the corresponding terminal chamber 
provided in the second connector 11. In the above 
case, since the position of each contact portion 3a is 
regulated by the terminal holes 24 formed in the pro- so 
tection plate 20. the contact portions 3a are not in- 
serted into the contact receiving chambers unless the 
second connector 11 Is thrust in the correct direction, 
which assures the alignment between the contact 
portions 3a and the corresponding terminal chanv 55 
bers. 

After thrusting the second connector 11 into the 
first connector 10, the lever 30 is pivotally rotated 



around the support pins 33 in the direction Y1 as 
shown in Fig. 1 (A) to be put into the position as shown 
in Fig. 1 (B). 

In accordance with the pivoting of the lever 30. 
the connector guide holes 34 and the plate guide . 
grooves 36 formed in the lever 30 are also turned. 
Since the depth-wise movement of the guide pins 40 
of the second connector 11 and the guide pins 23 of 
the protection plate 20 are regulated by the connector 
guide holes 34 and the plate guide grooves 36 with 
which they are engaged respectively, the guide pins 
40 of the second connector 11 and the guide pins 23 
of the protection plate 20 are compulsorily moved into 
the opening 13 in accordance with the pivotal rotation 
of the lever 30 in the direction Y1 . 

Thus, the protection plate 20 and the second 
connector 11 are moved deep into the opening 13 in 
an interlocked manner. With the movement of the 
protection plate 20. each contact portion 3a protrud- 
ing from the protection plate 20 is Inserted into the 
corresponding terminal insertion chamber of the sec- 
ond connector 11 thrust into the opening 13 to make 
contact with the contact portion of the female termi- 
nal provided in the terminal insertion chambers. The 
guide pins 40 and 23 moving respectively in the con- 
nector guide holes 34 and the plate guide grooves 36 
stop at the rearmost end position S2 as shown in Fig. 
2 (B), where the male terminal 3 can be completely 
mated with the female terminal. 

As described above, in the preferred embodi- 
ment, when the first and second connectors 10 and 
11 are engaged with each other, simultaneously with 
making the protection plate 20 retreat by pivoting the 
lever 30 the second connector 11 is thrust into the 
opening. As described above, since the protection 
plate 20 is moved from the temporary engagement 
position by pivoting the lever 30 for thrusting the con- 
nector, there is needed no great force for releasing 
the protection plate 20 from the temporary engage- 
ment position nor any means for locking the protec- 
tion plate 20 in the temporary engagement position. 

When It is found that a terminal of the first con- 
nector is inserted in an incorrect terminal chamber in 
the second connector after the first and second con- 
nectors are engaged with each other and there Is a 
need for reengagement, the lever 30 shall be made to 
pivot in the reverse direction Y2. With pivoting the 
lever 30 in the reverse direction, the protection plate 
20 and the second connector 11 are compulsorily 
moved in directions reverse to the above-mentioned 
movement directions to be put back into the original 
position as shown in Fig. 1 (A). 

The second connector 11 put back to its original 
position can be easily pulled out of the opening 13. 
Therefore, when an incorrect terminal is inserted in 
the second connector 11, it is easy to change the ter- 
minal. 

With operating the iever 30, the protection plate 
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20 is put back to its original position together with the 
second connector 11. 

When a male termlnai is inserted into ah incorrect 
terminal chamber of the first connector 10 in which 
the protection plate 20 Is mounted, since the protec- 5 
tion plate 20 is put back to the original position as de- 
scribed above, it is necessary to insert a jig tool 
through the jig hole insertion 25 formed in the protec- 
tion plate 20 placed apart from the lance portion 15, 
which results in a degraded operability. io 

Therefore, the lever 30 in the condition shown in 
Fig. 5 (A) is put into the condition as shown in Fig. 5 
(B) by pivoting the lever 30 in the direction Y1 inde- 
pendently in the same manner as thrusting the sec- 
ond connector. is 

With pivoting the lever 30, the protection plate 20 
is moved into the rearmost end position as shown in 
Fig. 2 (B) to put the jig insertion hole 25 of the pro- 
tection plate 20 closer to the lance portion 15, which 
facilitates easy operation of pressing down the lance 20 
portion 15 by means of a jig 41 inserted through the 
jig insertion hole 25. 

By pressing down the lance portion 15 by means 
of the jig 41 to release the lance portion 15 from the . 
latch hole 3b of the male terminal 3 and pulling an 25 
electric wire 8 connected to the male terminal 3, the 
male terminals 3 can be easily extracted from the first 
connector 1 0. 

By pivoting the lever 30 in the direction Y2 after 
replacing the terminal, the protection plate 20 can be 30 
put in the foremost end position (original position) to 
protect the male terminals in the condition that the 
connector exists single before combined with the 
counterpart connector. 

Although the above-mentioned embodiment is a 35 
combination of a lever type connector and a protec- 
tion plate, the present invention is not limited to the 
above-mentioned lever type connector. 

For example, In a modified example as shown in 
Fig. 8, as far as a protection plate 20' is mounted in 40 
an opening 2' of a f irst connector 10' where male ter- 
minals 3 are received, by providing a jig hole 25' ad- 
jacent to a terminal holes 24' in the protection plate 
20. the repairing capability of the male terminals 3 
can be improved. It is noted that the protection plate 45 
20' of the modified embodiment is provided with a 
hook portion 29 to be engaged with a jig. 

The protection plate 20' is temporarily engaged 
with projections (not shown) provided on the inner 
surface of an opening 2' in the same manner as that so 
with projections 6a and 6b in the conventional one 
(see Fig. 9). When repairing the connector, the pro- 
tection plate 20' Itself is thrust deep inside by means 
of a jig to putthe protection plate 20' close to the lance 
portion. By pressing down the lance portion and in- 55 
serting the jig through the jig insertion hole 25' in the 
same manner as in the previous embodiment, the 
male terminal can be changed. 



By hooking a jig tool to the hook portion 29 after 
changing the mate terminal, the protection plate 20' 
can be easily put back to the original position. 

According to the present invention described as 
above, since a jig insertion hole for repair purpose is . 
formed in the protection plate, there is no need to re- 
move the protection plate in the repair time. 

Furthermore, when the protection plate is moved 
as interlocked with operating the lever for connector 
engagement, the protection plate can be made to re- 
treat by pivoting the lever in the repair time, which 
also assures a good operability. After completing a re- 
pair work, the protection plate can be easily put back^ 
to its original position by pivoting the lever. 

Although the present invention has been fully de- 
scribed by way of example with reference to the ac- 
companying drawings, it is to be noted here that va- 
rious changes and modifications will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art. Therefore, unless otherwise 
such changes and modifications depart from the 
scope of the present invention as defined by the ap- 
pended claims, they should be construed as included 
therein. 



Claims 

. 1 . A connector assembly which is made up of a first 
connector (10) and a second connector (11) to be 
engaged with each other, said first connector 
comprising: 

one or more male terminals (3) of which 
each has a contact portion (3a) protruding into an 
opening (13) defined in said first connector for re- 
ceiving said second connector therein, each of 
said male terminals being connected with a re- 
spective female terminal provided in said second 
connector when said second connector is insert- 
ed in the opening of said first connector; 

a protection plate member (20) formed 
with one or more terminal holes (24) through 
which the terminal contact portions (3a) of said 
male terminals are penetrated, said protection 
plate member being located in the opening of said 
first connector movably in the same direction as 
that of thrusting said second connector thereby 
to substantially close the opening, characterised 
by comprising lever means (30) pivotally mounted 
on the first connector and being co-operable with 
the second connector when said first and second 
connectors are engaged with each other where- 
by pivotally rotating said lever means draws said 
second connector toward said first connector for 
the engagement therebetween, wherein said 
protection plate is operatively connected to the 
lever means such that pivotal movement of the 
lever means moves the protection plate in an in- 
terlocked manner with the second connector 
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when said second connector is engaged with said 
first connector and said pivotal movennent of the 
ievermeans moves the protection plate indepen- 
dently when said second connector is not engag- 
ed with said firs.t connector. 5 

2. A connector assembly as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the lever means Is provided with a pair 
of guide pins (33) received in support holes (28) 
formed in the first connector for pivotal rotation 10 
about the guide pins. 

3. A connector assembly as claimed in any preced- 
ing claim wherein the lever means is operatively 
connected during engagement to the second is 
connector by a pair of guide pins (40) of the sec- 
ond connector received in connector guide holes 

(34) formed in the lever. 

4. A connector assembly as claimed in any preced- 20 
ing claim wherein the protection plate is opera- 
tively connected to the lever means by being pro- 
vided with a pair of guide pins (23) engageabie 
with guide grooves (36) formed in the lever to 
guide the protection plate. 25 

5. The connector assembly as claimed in any pre- 
ceding claim, wherein said protection plate is 
formed with one or more jig holes (25) for repair 

in proximity to the terminal holes (24). 30 

6. A connector assembly which is made up of a first 
connector (10) and a second connector (11) to be 
engaged with each other and so arranged that, 

the first connector is provided with one or more 35 
male terminals (3) whose contact portions (3a) 
are protruded into an opening (1 3) formed in said 
first connector for receiving said second connec- 
tor therein and that said second connector is pro- 
vided with one or more female terminals which 40 
are connected with the male terminals when said 
second connector is inserted into the opening of 
said first connector, the connector assembly 
comprising: 

a protection piate (20) mounted in the 45 
opening of said first connector in which the con- 
tact portions of said first connector are protruded, 
the protection plate being movable in the same 
direction as the direction of thrusting said second 
connector thereby substantially closing the open- so 
ing, characterised in that said protection plate is 
formed with terminal holes (24) through which 
the contact portions are penetrated and formed 
with jig insertion holes (25) for repair in proximity 
to the terminal holes. 55 
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Fig, 2(A) 
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Fig. 2(B) 
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Fig. 5 
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Fig. 4(A) 
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Fig, 5(A) 
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Fig. 5(B) 
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